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Putting My Mouth on the Map
by Bob Pennington, Santa Fe, New Mexico

     A short while ago I suggested on the Penstemon L that it would be a good idea if many of us were to share locations for seeing penstemons. So here goes.

      Touring the basins and ranges of Eastern Nevada in the summer is one of our favorite vacations, and a great place for finding penstemons as well. Frequently our first stop in Nevada is Cathedral Gorge State Park, on U.S. 93, near Panaca. It is rarely crowded and they provide excellent and welcome hot showers. Just a few miles north on #93 is State Road 320, or the Caselton Loop Road. Driving north on the loop you bypass the mostly abandoned town of Caselton, and then high power transmission lines cross the highway. This is the clue to start looking for Penstemon dolius on the west shoulders of the road, and up a couple of dirt roads. Penstemon dolius is quite small and the foliage blends well into the native soils, so you will need to get out of the car to see these beauties. Although they do bloom in early summer, it seems that they can also re-bloom if summer rains are timely.

     Before heading further north, a trip to the south is worthwhile. Just a few miles south on #93, past the junction with Nevada 319, you come to a good dirt road heading east towards Beaver Dam State Park. A drive of 13.1 miles will bring you to healthy populations of Penstemon linarioides sileri (Mountain form). Both sides of the road have good numbers of plants, and they extend well up into the trees. A little further on, one comes to an old burn scar which sports the vastest array of Penstemon palmeri we've ever seen. Whether it's natural or the result of a reveg effort, it is an awesome sight. We've done little exploring in the Beaver Dam Mountains, but we've heard that it deserves a better look.

     Back on #93, a short distance to the north of Pioche, is the State Historical Marker for “Jackrabbit”, which happens to be at road to Bristol Wells. About 2 miles to the west on a good dirt road, in the midst of Pinus monophylla, Cowania, and Peraphyllum, is one of two good sites for Penstemon confusus, on both sides of the road. The other site is located off the highway at “Wild Horse”, further up #93. At “Wild Horse” is a large open space, basically a borrow pit for the Highway Department. In the open space is lots of P. palmeri, while the P. confusus is located among the Pinons and Utah Junipers between the borrow pit and the highway. Penstemon confusus is definitely an early bloomer, and I've yet to see it bloom on site.

     Ely is a great center for Penstemonophiles with many good spots nearby. Southwest of Ely on U.S. 6 is the Ward Mountain Area, a fine campground and a good site for seeing P. deustus, P. humilis, and P. pachyphyllus congestus. Further south on #6, shortly past State #18, is the White River Road. Proceeding about two miles up this wash boarded dirt road will bring you to the type location for Penstemon barnebyi. It's another short pent, frequently covered with splash and dust and not easy to see unless it is blooming. While there are P. barnebyi on both sides of the road, the south seems to be more productive. You could go cross country to Hamilton from here, but the roads are narrow, rough, and conducive to confusion.

     Going back to Ely, take U.S. 50 west. The east portal to Little Antelope Summit, at the Moorman Ranch is a location for P. palmeri that is just about impossible to miss; while on the north side of the road is more P. humilis, and one of my favorite shrubs, the diminutive Petrophytum caespitosum. By continuing to the west you will come to the Hamilton/Ibipah junction. Park just after the first fork in the road, and walk onto the red and white clay barrens to the east of the Hamilton road. In the red clay is Penstemon thompsonii, another tiny fem while in the shite clays are the awesome crustose Lepidium nanums.

     These are but a few of the locations that Jeni and I enjoy looking for on our trips through Nevada. We have more locations to share, but now we await eagerly, to read of the explorations of others.

