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TROUGHS

My trough project extended to about forty containers. One is ten species of pents, and most of them have one kind of Penstemon at least. Penstemon hallii from the higher elevations is a beautiful purple, under 10 inches, and seems to be doing well. The prizes of the summer were P. acaulis and yampaensis, the most diminutive of the tribe, both under three inches. I pray that we will be able to keep them growing and to flower them. They are fascinating, with narrow little leaves and blossoms right on the mat. P. acaulis is considered endangered because it grows in a very limited area. Both are endemic to a small section of the Utah-Wyoming-Colorado corner region. There are new houses going up there, but we still couldn't feel too guilty about taking cuttings from pasture land and roadside asphalt dumps. This is a species which needs to have a piece of native habitat set aside for it. Meanwhile we're going to find out if it can be cultivated. We did collect perhaps twenty seeds, at one to four to a capsule. We were a little early for ripe seed, and it was not a moist enough year for a good harvest. We drove nine hundred miles to see this little gem and thought it well worth while.
